The almost simultaneous appearance of the second edition of these two large and representative works 011 form of local treatment that every surgeon followed was that of the crucial incision, the knife being passed freely through the tissues to the base of the inflammatory effusion ; the object of the incision was to give room to the slough to separate and come away. In modern times the value of this practice has been much questioned, for it was too often found to be followed by loss of blood where blood was much needed; and it has been questioned whether the incision did much to hasten the progress of the case and the separation of the slough.
" I was taught it, but from observing its effects have long given it up, believing that it did little or no good and was often followed hy a harmful haemorrhage," (p. 169).
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